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cepts and admirable disciplinary regulations, but that he
found in his own country, in the schools where he studied
wisdom, already well-known, pure moral precepts, actually
discussed, studied, and by many strictly observed, together
with the disciplinary regulations. He was brought up in
a society which beheld with astonishment and admiration
a body of religious men entirely devoted to the great work
of securing the triumph of the spiritual principle over the
material one, and endeavouring by dint of the greatest
and severest austerities, the most rigorous penances, and
the most entire renouncing of all this material world, to
break down the material barriers that had hitherto kept
the soul captive, and prevented her from taking her flight
into regions of blissful freedom and perfect quiescence.
There is, however, a remarkable difference between the
sacerdotal caste of Brahmins and the members of the
Buddhist monkish institution. The position of the former
is hereditary ; he is rendered illustrious by his lineage and
descent. That of the second is personal, and ends with
him ; it is the result of his own free choice ; he derives all
the glory that shines round him from his virtuous life
and a strict adherence to the institutions of the Wini.
The Brahmin owes everything to religion and to birth.
The Buddhist religious is indebted for all that he is solely
to religion; the monk's title to distinction is the holy
mode of the saintly life that he has embraced. Both are
the greatest and most distinguished in their respective
societies ; but merit and intrinsic worth alone elicit venera-
tion and respect in behalf of the humble religious, whilst
the casual birth of the Brahmin from individuals belong-
ing to the highest caste centres upon his person the reluc-
tant homage of men belonging to inferior castes, who, in
virtue of the prejudices in which they are reared, consider
themselves obliged to do homage to him. The person of
both is sacred and looked upon with awe and veneration,
but from somewhat opposite and different motives.

Notwithstanding these and many other differences and